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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ORRELL 


Summary  of  the  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  Year  1938. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . — Kenneth  Fraser  (part  time).  Salary  £100. 
Sanitary  Inspector. — A.  W.  Charity  (part  time).  Salary  £230. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  in  Acres  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,617 

Population — Census  1931  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6,949 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Resident  Population,  1938.  .  8,511 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1931)  ..  .,  1,682 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  end  of  1938,  according  to 

Rate  Books..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2,579 

£32,088 

£125 


Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  . . 


4 


Social  Condittons,  including  Chief  Industries  carried  on 
in  the  Area. — Orrell  is  a  residential  area,  in  a  district  essentially 
agricultural.  The  area  of  agricultural  land  is  being  reduced  by  the 
adoption  of  building  sites.  No  new  industries  have  been  introduced. 


Extent  of  Unemployment. — Little  improvement  during  the 


year. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

f  Legitimate  . . 

. .  153  . . 

68 

. .  85 

1  Illegitimate  . . 

. .  1  . . 

1 

•  • 

Total 

. .  154  . 

69 

..  85 

Live  Births 


Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population,  18-0. 


Still  Births 
Deaths  . . 


Total . 

4 

82 


M. 

2 

33 


F. 

2 

49 


Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births..  ..  ..  25 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  9-6 

The  areal  comparability  factor  for  this  area  is  1*15  (1938 
adjusted  death-rate) 


1 1*0 


There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  vear  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 


45 

45 

Nil. 
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There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  or  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age). 
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Notifiable 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  . . 
Pneumonia  . . 
Erysipelas  . . 


Diseases. 

Total 

Notified. 

97 

•  •  •  •  •  •  ••  • 

1  S 

•  •  ••  ••  ••  A  U 

'A 

•  •  ••  ••  •• 

4 

•  •  •  •  •  •  I  •  A 

49 


Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1938. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

i 

Res¬ 

piratory. 

Non- Res¬ 
piratory. 

Res¬ 

piratory. 

Non- Res¬ 
piratory. 

Years. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0-1 . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

1-5 . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

5-10 . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

10-15 . 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  - 

15-20 . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

-  - 

20-25 . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

25-35 . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

_ 

—  — 

35-45 . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

—  - 

45-55 . 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

_  _ 

55-65 . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

Totals  . . 

Q 

o 

4 

2  4 

1 

i 

rj 

l 

6 

9 

— 

6 


Per  1,000  of  estimated 
Population. 

_ ^ 

Maternal  Mortality 

Rate. 

( — 

Death-rate 

from 

y  r 

Per  Rate  of 
1 ,000  deaths 

Population  : — 

Tuber- 

Death 

Per 

Total  under  one 

Estimate 

Live  Crude  culosis  of  rate 

1,000 

Live  &  year  per 

Mid.  1938. 

Birth-  Death-  Respirat’y  from 

Live 

Still  1,000 Live 

8,541. 

Rate.  Rate.  System. 

Cancer. 

Births. 

Births.  Births. 

Mean  of  five 

years  1933-37 

14-8  11-8  0-38 

1-39 

8-11 

7-76  62 

Year  1937 

16-5  13-7  0-11 

1-19 

ML 

Nil.  65 

Year  1938 

Increase  or  de¬ 
crease  in  1938 
on  five  years’ 
average  1933 

18-0  9-0  0-23 

1-40 

Nil. 

Nil.  45 

to  1937 

+3-2  —2*2  —0*15 

4-0-01  - 

-  8-11 

—  7-76  —17 

Previous  year. . 

+  1-5  —4-1  4-0-12 

4-0-21 

Nil. 

Nil.  —20 

Total.  Males.  Females. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  and  Malignant 

Di  sease  . .  . .  . .  12  . .  3  . .  9 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 
of  age 


7 


7 


7 


Council  Offices, 

Orrell  Road, 

June  29th,  1939. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Orrell  Urban  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Thirtieth  Annual  Report 
of  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Urban  District  of  Orrell, 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1938.  Population  (Census,  1931), 
6,949.  Estimated  population  (middle  1938),  8,541. 

Births. — There  were  154  live  births  registered,  69  males  and  85 
females  ;  rate  18-0  per  1,000.  The  mean  average  rate  for  the  past 
ten  years  was  14*63.  Still  births  numbered  4,  2  males  and  2  females, 
a  decrease  of  7  on  the  previous  year.  The  births  exceeded  the  deaths 
by  72.  The  mean  average  number  of  births  over  deaths  for  the  past 
ten  years  was  21. 


Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  from  all  causes  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  district  was  82,  33  males  and  49  females,  rate  9*6  ;  adjusted 
death-rate  11*0  per  1,000;  1937,  15*7.  15  of  the  deaths  occurred  in 

Institutions  ;  1937,  31.  There  were  7  deaths  due  to  violence,  3  males 
and  4  females,  on  which  inquests  were  held.  The  deaths  were  dis¬ 
tributed,  39  in  the  East  Ward  and  43  in  the  West  Ward.  In  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year  one-third  of  the  deaths  were  registered.  The 
mean  average  death-rate  for  the  past  ten  years  was  11*8. 


Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  7  infant  deaths  registered, 
all  females  ;  1937,  9  ;  rate  per  1,000  live  births,  45  ;  1937,  65.  The 
average  for  the  past  ten  years  was  75.  The  percentage  to  the  total 
deaths  was  8*5  ;  1937,  7*8.  They  occurred,  4  in  the  East  Ward  and  3 
in  the  West  Ward.  Three  of  the  deaths  occurred  within  fourteen 
hours  of  birth.  Two  were  first  born,  2  second,  1  third,  1  fifth,  and  1 
eleventh  born.  The  causes  of  death  were  :  3  Broncho  Pneumonia, 
1  Acute  Bronchitis,  1  Difficult  Labour,  1  Premature  Birth  and  1  Con¬ 
genital  Defects.  In  live  cases  the  parents  were  sole  occupants  of  the 
home. 


Infantile  Mortality  Kate. 


1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

England  and  Wales 

53  . . 

58  .. 

59 

126  Countv  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns, 

including  London  . . 

57  . . 

62  .. 

63 

148  Smaller  Towns  (resident  popula¬ 
tion  25,000  to  50,000  at  1931 

Census) 

51  . . 

55  . . 

55 

London  Administrative  County 

57  .. 

60  .. 

66 

Deaths  Classified  According 

to  Age 

Groups 

i 

>• 

1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1935. 

193, 

L  1933. 

Mean 

Under  1  year 

..  7  . 

.  9  . 

.  8  . 

.  8  .. 

3 

..  7  . 

.  7 

1  and  under  2  years 

•  •  • 

.  2  . 

.  1  . 

—  . . 

1 

..  4  . 

.  1*3 

2  to  5  years  . . 

..  1  . 

.  1  . 

.  2  . 

.  —  . . 

1 

..  3  . 

.  1*3 

5  to  15  ,, 

•  •  • 

.  2  . 

1 

.  2  . . 

1 

..  1  . 

.  1*1 

15  to  25  „ 

•  •  • 

.  5  . 

.  4  . 

.  1  .. 

3 

..  2  . 

.  2*5 

25  to  45  „ 

..  11  . 

.  8  . 

.  12  . 

.  12  .. 

4 

..  5  . 

.  8*6 

45  to  65  . . 

..  25  . 

.  33  . 

.  21  . 

.  27  .. 

21 

..  22  . 

.  24*8 

65  and  upwards . . 

..  38  . 

.  55  . 

.  41  . 

.  52  .. 

38 

..  38  . 

.  43*3 

82  . 

.115  . 

.  90  . 

.102  .. 

72 

..  82  . 

.  90*4 

There  were  8  deaths  of  people  under  15  years  of  age  ;  1937,  14 
over  60  years  of  age,  47  ;  1937,  52  ;  between  70  and  80  years  of  age,  20  ; 
1937,  25  ;  between  80  and  90  years  of  age,  12  ;  1937,  16  ;  and  1  person 
reached  the  age  of  90  years. 


Infantile  Mortality  from  Premature  Births  and  Congenital 


Defects. 


1938.  1937.  1936.  1935. 


Premature 
Births . . 

Congenital 

Defects.. 


14-2% 

14-2% 


22-2%  12-5% 

33-3%  ,37-5% 


50% 


1934.  1925. 

England 
and  Wales. 

35-5%  18-63% 

33-5%  5-20% 
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Various  Ages  at  Which  Infant  Deaths  Occurred. 


1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1935 

Under  1  week  . . 

3 

2 

3 

5 

„  2  weeks  . . 

. .  — 

— 

. .  — 

. .  — 

q 

5)  u  3) 

. .  — 

— 

. .  — 

1 

„  1  month 

o 

.  .  O 

2 

o 

.  .  O 

6 

1  to  3  months  . . 

o 

.  .  .  . 

o 

O 

o 

O 

2 

3  to  6  „ 

.  .  — 

1 

1 

. .  — 

6  to  9  „ 

1 

— 

1 

. .  — 

9  to  12  „ 

1 

o 

O 

.  .  — 

•  • 

7 

9 

8 

Ages  at  Death  of  Infants  According  to  the  Position  of  the 

Child  in  the  Family. 


Position  of  the  Child 

Weeks. 

Months. 

in  the  Family. 

12  3  4 

1  2  7 

10 

First  born 

•  •  ••  *  •  *  • 

1 

..  1 

Second  born 

1  •  •  ••  ••  •• 

.  .  1  .  .  *— 

. .  — 

Third  born 

1  •  •  ••  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

Fifth  born 

1  •  •  '  •  •  •  •  •  • 

•  • 

Eleventh  born 

•  •  ••  ••  •• 

-  . .  1  . .  - 

•  • 

Zymotic  Death-rate. — There  were  no  deaths  registered  from  the 
seven  principle  zymotic  diseases. 


Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  Acts. 


Disease. 

1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

1935. 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

8 

13 

18 

Diphtheria 

13 

36 

18 

. .  3 

Pneumonia 

•  •  0  •  * 

13 

12 

16 

Erysipelas  . . 

4  .. 

3 

. .  3 

o 

•  •  o 

10 


They  were  distributed  in  the  Wards  as  follows  : — 


Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 
Diphtheria 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 


East  Ward. 

11 

9 

9 


West  Ward. 

16 

4 

Q 

o 

1 


24 


Public  Health  and  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1912. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  :  During  the  year  1  case  was  recorded  as 
cured.  Four  cases  removed  out  of  the  district,  and  2  cases  on  the 
register  died  from  other  causes.  Seven  new  cases  were  reported  as 
suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (1  of  which  the  diagnosis  was 
not  confirmed),  3  males  and  4  females*  distributed  4  in  the  East  Ward 
and  3  in  the  West  Ward.  One  of  these  removed  out  of  the  district 
and  one  was  a  removal  into  the  district.  Three  of  these  received  In¬ 
stitutional  treatment.  Their  ages  ranged  from  13  to  51,  4  between 
the  ages  of  15  and  25  years.  In  all,  5  cases  on  the  register  received 
Institutional  treatment.  There  were  2  deaths  registered,  1  male  and 
1  female  ;  rate  0-23  per  1,000  ;  1937,  0T1.  The  number  of  cases  on 
the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  17,  6  males  and  11  females, 
giving  a  case  incidence  of  1*9  per  1,000. 


N on- P ulmonary  Tuberculosis :  Six  new  cases  Were  reported 
(1937,  12),  2  males  and  4  females,  distributed  1  in  the  East  Ward  and 
5  in  the  West  Ward  (all  tubercular  glands  of  the  neck).  Their  ages 
ranged  from  3  to  29  years.  One  case  received  hospital  treatment,  and 
1  case  was  recorded  cured.  The  register  shows  1  case  diagnosis  not 
confirmed,  8  cases  disease  arrested,  and  2  cases  removed  out  of  the 
district.  There  were  no  deaths  registered.  The  number  of  cases  on 
the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  34,  15  males  and  19  females, 
giving  a  case  ^incidence  of  3-9  per  1,000.  The  case  incidence  for  all 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  resident  in  the  district  was  5-8  per  1 ,000  ;  1937,  7-1. 


Respiratory  Diseases  other  than  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  caused 
1 2  deaths,  6  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  and  6  Bronchitis  ;  death  rate, 
1-4  per  1,000  ;  1937,  1-79  ;  percentage  to  total  deaths  14*6  ;  1937,  13-0. 
There  were  5  cases  of  Pneumonia  notified,  one  of  which  was  Influenzal, 
2  males  and  3  females.  They  occurred  2  in  the  East  Ward  and  3  in 
the  West  Ward.  Their  ages  ranged  from  3  to  55  years. 
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Age  Groups  of  Infectious  Notifiable  Diseases  were  as  follows 

Erysipelas. 


Aye  Groups. 

Scarlet  F eve) 

•.  Diphtheria.  Pneumonia. 

1-2  years 

1 

. .  — 

— 

9  Q 

O  ,, 

1 

1 

— 

Q  i 

3-4  ,, 

O 

O 

— 

1 

4-5  ,, 

2 

1 

— 

5-10  „ 

16 

4 

— 

10-15  ,, 

1 

o 

O 

— 

15-20  „ 

9 

•  •  — * 

1 

1 

20-25  „ 

1 

o 

6 

— 

3o-4o  ,, 

— 

— 

— 

45-65  „ 

.  .  — 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

27 

13 

5 

Smallpox 

.■  There  were 

no  cases  of  Smallpox  notified 

centage  of  children  vaccina 
1937,  8*69. 

ited  by  the  Public 

Vaccinator 

o 

O 


1 

4 


Scarlet  Fever  :  Twenty-seven  cases  were  reported,  as  against  8 
in  1937,  occurring  11  in  the  East  Ward  and  16  in  the  West  Ward. 
Sixteen  cases  were  notified  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year,  8  in  the 
month  of  November,  5  in  October,  and  3  in  December.  Two  cases 
occurred  in  one  home,  1  notified  in  April  and  l  in  August.  In  another 
instance  2  cases  occurred  in  one  home,  the  second  reported  as  a  return 
case,  after  hospital  isolation.  One  case  Was  reported  in  November  in  the 
desquamating  stage.  Their  ages  ranged  from  1  to  20  years,  and  18 
cases  were  of  school-going  age.  Case  incidence  3-16  per  1,000;  1937, 
0-95,  England  and  Wales  241. 

Diphtheria :  There  were  13  cases  reported  ;  1937,  36.  They 

occurred  9  in  the  East  Ward  and  4  in  the  West  Ward.  Their  ages 
ranged  from  2  to  26  years,  8  being  of  school-going  age.  During  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year  5  cases  were  reported.  Thirty-one  throat 
swabs  were  taken.  Antitoxin  serum  was  used  promptly.  Three 
eases  received  Institutional  treatment.  Case  incidence  1-52  per  1,000  ; 
1937,  1*31  ;  England  and  Wales,  1*48. 

Erysipelas  :  Four  cases  were  reported,  all  males,  occurring  3  in 
the  East  Ward  and  1  in  the  West  Ward,  ages  from  22  to  54  years. 
Case  incidence  046  per  1,000;  1937,  0-35  ;  England  and  Wales  040. 
One  case  received  Institutional  treatment. 
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Jaundice  occurred  among  the  school  children  from  April  to 
November.  The  ages  of  the  children  affected  were  from  5  to  12  years. 
The  average  period  of  absence  from  school  was  2J  weeks. 


Holgate  School 

Lamberhead  Green  Council  School 
Orrell  St.  James’  Road  R.C.  School  (ages  6  to  7 
years,  occurred  from  the  months  of  May  to 
July) 

St.  James’  Road  Council  School 
Far  Moor  Council  School  (10  cases  occurred  in  the 
month  of  April  ;  average  period  of  absence 
from  school  three  weeks) 


18 

11 


2 

6 


17 


cases. 


33 


33 


Most  of  the  cases  were  of  a  mild  type,  and  all  recovered. 

The  cases  were  equally  distributed  among  the  children  who  re¬ 
ceived  milk  at  school,  and  those  who  did  not  receive  milk. 


Cancer  and  Malignant  Diseases  :  There  were  12  deaths  registered, 
3  males  and  9  females.  Death-rate  140  per  1,000  ;  1937,  149  ;  per¬ 
centage  to  total  deaths  14-6  ;  1937,  8-6.  Mean  death-rate  for  the 
past  five  years  1-39.  Parts  affected  :  1  Breast,  2  Colon,  3  Stomach, 
1  Rectum,  3  Uterus,  1  Peritoneum,  and  1  Thyroid.  Four  of  the 
deaths  were  of  people  over  75  years  of  age. 

Maternal  Mortality  :  There  were  no  deaths  registered. 

Hospital  Accomodation :  Although  there  is  no  institution 
situated  within  the  township,  Orrell  is  favourably  placed  geographically, 
and  well  served  with  general  and  specialised  hospitals. 


Hospitals  Available. 

Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan. — General,  children’s, 
orthopaedic,  and  venereal  diseases,  operative  parturient,  eye,  ear 
and  throat  cases,  x-ray  and  sunlight  treatment  ;  all  procurable  on  the 
recommend  system. 

Public  Assistance  Institution,  Billinge. — General  and 

maternity  cases,  mental  emergency  cases,  and  chronic  sick. 

Wigan  Isolation  Hospital. — Infectious  cases  requiring  isola¬ 
tion  or  specialised  treatment. 

Ince  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.— For  smallpox  if  necessary, 
and  accommodation  available. 

Tuberculosis. — Suitable  cases  for  institutional  treatment 
arranged  under  the  County  Council  scheme. 
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Radium  Treatment. — The  Christy  Institute,  Manchester,  through 
the  Wigan  Infirmary. 


Mental  Deficiency  and  Puerperal  and  Puerperal  Sepsis 
Cases. — Provided  for  under  the  County  Council  scheme. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. — Those  resident  in  the  administra¬ 
tive  County  Area  suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes 
provided  for  under  the  County  Council  Scheme. 


Water  Supply. — The  chief  source  is  by  contract  from  the  County 
Borough  of  Wigan,  from  a  reservoir  situated  in  Bispham.  It  is  up¬ 
land  surface  water,  of  good  quality,  and  is  conveyed  by  a  7  inch  main 
to  the  township’s  boosters,  and  distributed  to  the  houses.  All  the 
houses  in  the  district  are  supplied,  approximately  2,579  direct  from  the 
mains.  Additional  supplies  were  obtained  from  Upholland  Urban 
District  Council  and  Billinge  Urban  District  Council.  A  constant 
supply  was  maintained.  A  new  supply  from  a  local  source  is  being 
sought,  which  it  is  anticipated  will  lie  satisfactory  for  the  needs  of  the 
district.  Extension  of  water  mains  were  made  to  housing  schemes  at 
Green  Hey  and  Shelley  Drive. 


Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams. — No  action  was  taken 
throughout  the  year. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  sewerage  is  delivered  by  a  single 
underground  stoneware  pipe,  flowing  by  gravitation,  into  the  Wigan 
Corporation  main  sewer,  at  Gathurst,  and  treated  at  Hoscar.  The 
sewers  were  flushed  periodically.  Surface  draining  is  separate  from 
the  sewer.  Extensions  of  the  sewers  in  Latham  Lane  and  Green 
Hey  were  made,  to  serve  new  property  erected  in  that  area. 


Closet  Accommodation. — The  policy  of  the  Council  is  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  privy  middens,  by  conversion  to  the  water  carriage  system,  and 
the  provision  of  dustbins  ;  53  privy  middens  still  exist ;  1937,  71. 
Number  of  closets  attached  to  these  middens,  83.  This  figure  in¬ 
cludes  all  isolated  farms  and  houses,  and  houses  scheduled  for  demoli¬ 
tion.  Privies  exist  oidy  in  isolated  cases  and  where  premises  are  being 
considered  for  demolition.  Number  of  dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens) 
7  ;  1937,  20.  Number  of  movable  ashbins,  2,418;  1937,  2,342. 

Number  of  houses  on  the  water  carriage  system,  2,519  ;  1937,  2,499. 
Number  of  fresh  water  closets,  2,595. 


Conversions. — Number  of  privy  closets  converted  to  fresh  water 
closets,  15  ;  1937,  56.  Number  of  houses  at  which  movable  ashbins 
have  been  substituted  for  fixed  receptacles,  17.  In  addition  there  were 
89  ashbins  for  new  houses  ;  1937,  289. 
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Scavenging. — Public  cleansing  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 
workmen,  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 
The  method  of  collecting  dry  house  refuse  is  my  motor,  by  day,  and 
disposed  of  at  the  Council  s  tip  ;  some  of  it  is  used  in  levelling  up  land. 
The  disposal  of  the  refuse  from  the  privies  is  at  the  Council’s  tip,  and 
some  of  the  local  farmers  make  use  of  it  on  the  land.  Cesspools  are 
emptied  periodically,  and  the  contents  are  distributed  on  the  land. 
The  work  was  carried  out  satisfactorily  .  A  refuse  destructor  is  one 
of  the  sanitary  needs  of  the  district. 

Sanitary  Inspections. — The  number  of  premises  visited,  591, 
including  visits  for  conversions,  and  shops.  The  defects  or  nuisances 
discovered,  97,  and  the  number  abated,  96.  There  were  93  informal 
notices  served,  and  5  statutory.  No  legal  proceedings  were  necessary. 

Shops  and  Offices. — The  majority  of  the  shops  are  what  could  be 
termed  house-shops,  where  the  front  room  of  the  house  is  used  for 
shop  premises  only. 

Shop  Act,  1934. — The  ventilation  and  temperature  of  the  shops 
showed  no  need  for  comment,  and  the  sanitary  conveniences  proved 
adequate. 

Smoke  Abatement. — There  is  one  factory  in  the  district,  a 
cotton  mill.  Observations  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke  were  taken 
on  12  occasions.  The  time  limit  allowed  per  hour  for  the  emission  of 
black  smoke  was  three-four  minutes.  No  action  proved  necessary. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  —There  are  no  public  or  privately- 
owned  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the  district. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. — One  Council  house  and  another 
house  became  infested  with  bugs.  They  were  each  disinfested  by 
two  sprayings  with  vermicine.  There  has  been  no  complaint  since. 

Two  houses  were  treated  for  crickets  by  beetle  powder,  and  poison 
and  bait  for  the  extermination  of  rats  was  supplied  in  32  instances. 

Schools. — The  sanitary  conditions  in  the  schools  were  satisfactory. 
The  water  supply  is  from  the  district  service.  There  was  no  school 
closure  for  epidemic  disease. 

Health  Education.— A  lecture  was  given  by  Miss  Rhodes, 
County  Organising  Lecturer  of  Health  Education,  in  the  Council 
Offices,  in  February,  which  was  well  attended. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  district. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses,  Houses  let  in  lodgings, 
or  Underground  Sleeping  Rooms. 
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Texts,  Vans  and  Sheds. — One  van  was  re-tenanted  during  the 
year,  the  occupant  developed  erysipelas,  and  was  isolated  in  hospital. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  191 1  and  1928. — There  are  no  premises  in  which 
rag  flock  is  manufactured,  used  or  sold. 


Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

Workshops  and  Work-places  : — 

Factories  employing  over  40  persons  : — - 

Cotton  Spinning  Mill  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  : — 

Bakeries  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Ice  Cream  Factory  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Boot  Repairer  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Motor  Repair  Shop  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Motor  Body  Builder  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Joiner  and  Builder  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Electrician  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Workshops  (manual)  : — 

Dressmakers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Tailors  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Bakers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Ice  Cream  Makers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Bolt  Maker  and  Blacksmith  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Boot  and  Clog  Maker  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Flagger  and  Slater  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Painter  and  Plumber  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Wheelwright  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Cycle  Repair  Shop  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Cabinet  Maker  and  French  Polisher..  ..  ..  1 


There  were  42  workshops  on  the  register.  Inspections  were  made 
periodically,  when  the  following  defects  were  found  :  Want  of  clean¬ 
liness,  2  ;  Want  of  Ventilation  and  light  to  sanitary  conveniences,  3. 
Written  notices  were  served  on  5  occasions  with  satisfactory  results. 
114  inspections  were  made. 


Housing  and  Town  Planning  Acts. — The  area  of  Orrell  in  acres 
is  1,017,  and  with  a  population  of  8,541,  the  density  is  4-9  persons  per 
acre.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  2,579  inhabited  houses  in  the 
district,  which  gives  a  distribution  of  3*3  persons  per  house.  The 
number  of  new  houses  erected  was  89,  21  by  the  Local  Authority  and 
68  by  private  enterprise.  Since  the  Census  of  1931  1,046  new  houses 
have  been  erected.  There  are  8  back-to-back  houses  and  7  single 
tenements  without  back  doors.  A  scheme  for  the  erection  of  24 
bungalows  for  aged  persons  is  contemplated  in  Moor  Road. 
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Housing  Statistics. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total,  including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  :  89 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  . .  . .  . .  68 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  (included  under  (a)  (i) 

above)  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  Nil. 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  (included  under  (a) 

(iii)  above)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects,  under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts  .  .  . .  .  .  . ,  . .  151 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  154 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ..  ..  ..  34 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  34 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation..  ..  63 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 

their  officers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  64 


17 


3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  re  pairs  . .  . .  12 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  Nil. 

( b )  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  52 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  the  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  51 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  . .  . .  3 

(d)  There  were  no  proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ..  ..  15 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . .  . .  95 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  Nil. 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . .  57 

The  chief  housing  defects  were  :  Damp  walls  and  defective  roofs, 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  op  Food.  Milk  Supply. 
Milk  and  Dairies  Acts,  and  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. — - 
All  producers  and  purveyors  were  registered.  There  are  18  dairy 
farms  with  approximately  200  cows,  18  cow-keepers,  and  29  purveyors 
(other  than  cow-keepers).  Quarterly  inspections,  80,  were  made  of 
the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops.  Their  condition  was  moderately 
good.  Samples  of  the  milk  supplied  to  the  schools  were  taken  on  3 
occasions,  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council.  Most  of  the  fresh  milk 
consumed  in  the  district  was  produced  locally.  Fisher  House  and 
Ackhurst  Hall  shippons  are  unoccupied.  Orrell  House  Farm  shippons 
are  occupied  with  milch  cows. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. — All  carcases  and  offal  were  inspected 

X 

at  the  time  of  slaughter,  and  there  was  a  routine  inspection  of  other 
premises,  where  food  is  prepared.  There  were  no  legal  proceedings 
taken. 


Inspection  of  Meat.  Carcases  Inspected  and 

Condemned. 


Number  killed 

Cattle. 

24 

Pigs. 

73 

Number  inspected 

24 

76 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

4°/ 

^  /o 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned  (Tuberculosis  only) 

. 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  . . 

1-3 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  is  no  public  abattoir.  There  are  3 
private  slaughter  houses  registered  and  licensed.  They  were  inspected 
weekly,  and  conducted  satisfactorily. 

Bakehouses  numbered  12,  and  wrere  kept  in  a  satisfactory  con¬ 
dition. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. — There  was  no  action  taken  by 
the  Local  Authority. 


19 


Summary  of  Work  Done  in  the  Sanitary  Department 

FOR  THE 

Year  Ending  December  31st, 

1938. 

Blocked  and  Defective  W.C.’s 

9 

Defective  Soil  Pipes  and  Ventilation  Shafts 

3 

Insufficient  and  Defective  Provision  of  House  Refuse.  . 

17 

Defective  Gullies 

4 

Blocked  Sewers 

5 

Blocked  and  Defective  Drains 

12 

Defective  Houses 

63 

Defective  and  Leaking  Ashpits 

4 

Defective  Spouts 

3 

Ashpits  Demolished 

13 

Privy  Middens  Demolished 

18 

Privy  Closets  Converted 

15 

New  Houses-  Certified 

89 

Houses  Fumigated.. 

45 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs.. 

2 

Rats  in  Houses  (number  of  houses) 

21 

Defective  Roofs 

• 

26 

Visits  in  Connection  with  Conversions . . 

45 

Schools  Fumigated 

1 

Scavenging. 

1938. 

1937. 

Number  of  ashpits  emptied  during  the  year 

399  . 

718 

,,  dustbins  emptied  during  the  year 

114,453  . 

.  112,542 

,,  loads  removed  during  the  year.  . 

1,383  . 

1,467 

,,  privy  closets  emptied 

61  . 

83 

,,  privy  ashpits  emptied 

41  . 

51 

,,  dry  ashpits  emptied 

7  . 

20 

,,  dustbins  emptied  . . 

2,418  . 

2,342 

,,  fresh  water  closets 

2,595  . 

2,650 

Chief  Sanitary  Requirements  of  the  District :  Improved  water 

supply,  with  a  larger  main.  Provision  of  a  destructor. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

KENNETH  FRASER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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